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Mortar Type Characteristics
Mortars are classified by ASTM C 270, Standard Specification for Mortar for Unit Masonry [Ref. 2], into

four Types: M, S, N and O.

These four Types of mortar can be made with portland cement, masonry cement, mortar cement or

blended cements some of which are combined with hydrated lime.

Each mortar Type has some basic characteristics:

• Type N mortar - General all-purpose mortar with good bonding capabilities and workability

• Type S mortar - General all-purpose mortar with higher flexural bond strength

• Type M mortar - High compressive-strength mortar, but not very workable

• Type O mortar - Low-strength mortar, used mostly for interior applications and restoration


